Combined treatment of advanced cancer of the laryngopharynx and cervical esophagus.
Advanced cancer of the laryngopharynx and cervical esophagus is difficult to treat because of the malnutrition produced by pain and obstruction and the problems related to reconstruction. This paper presents the initial results of a regimen used in 14 patients in which there is rapid reversal of nutritional deficiencies, radical resection, and reconstruction using the gastric pull-up technique and administration of postoperative radiotherapy. Excellent overall palliation and decreased hospitalization have been achieved using this regimen without diminishing chances for cure.